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a vital connection
The current Bridge:
• Serves an important transportation role.

• Has outlived its functional lifespan.

• Only has two lanes — one in each direction.

• Does not have a combined use pedestrian and bicycle path.

• Is vulnerable to flood damage from erosion, debris and  
barge collisions.

• Creates logistical challenges for Fort Leavenworth. 



anticipated schedule

*Tentative date pending approval for construction.

Key milestones



the new bridge
Benefits Include:
• The new bridge will not be tolled. 

• Doubling the number of traffic lanes.

• Improving flood resilience in the area.

• Providing combined use pedestrian and bicycle accommodations.

• Resolving Missouri River navigation challenges.



Kansas roadway improvements
Sherman ave intersection:
• Will maintain traffic through construction.

•  With the exception of limited, temporary closures,  
the existing bridge will remain open as the new bridge is constructed.

• Enhanced intersection at 4th Street.

• Right-In Right-Out at 5th Street. 
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missouri roadway improvements
roundabout Optimization:
• Additional lanes west of roundabout.

• New westbound bypass lane. 

• Traffic maintained through roundabout during construction.
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Environmental  

The EA Process:
• Gathers information on 

existing conditions:

• Natural Resources

• Human Environment  

• Physical Resources

• Considers a range of 
reasonable alternatives.

• Analyzes potential impacts 
of alternatives on existing 
conditions.

• Complies with other 
applicable environmental  
laws and executive orders.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) is required by NEPA (National Environmental 
Policy Act) and is administered by the Federal Highway Administration. 

Environmental  
studies

Threatened/endagered species

Wetlands and streams

Water quality

Air quality

Historic and cultural sites

Social and economic resources

Noise environs

Community impacts



Traffic
bridge & roadway design Factors:
• Approximately 5 million bridge crossings per year.

• Traffic volume and pattern studies. 

• Anticipated future roadway usage, including 20-year forecasts.

• Traffic incident and safety reports.

• Public input, including requests for pedestrian and bicycle path.



Bridge features
Expanding in new directions by:
• Increasing from two to four total traffic lanes (two in each direction).

• Providing a combined use pedestrian and bicycle path.

• Improving navigation clearance for river traffic. 

Please note that design and aesthetic features may change due to permitting or construction needs.



Leavenworth County 
Historical Society
Did you Know? 

• The “Blue Bridge” is a much-loved and iconic symbol for Leavenworth and 
attracts photographers year-round. 

• Centennial Bridge was named the most beautiful bridge of 1955 by the 
American Institute of Steel Construction. 

• The April 2, 1955, bridge opening ceremony was attended by 5,000 people.  
A dedication plaque on the bridge reads: “A memorial dedicated to those  
who gave their lives to their country, 1854-1954.”

Bridge photos used with permission of Leavenworth County Historical Society.  
Copy and reuse restrictions apply.



Bridge photos used with permission of Leavenworth County Historical Society.  
Copy and reuse restrictions apply.

• Replaced the 80-year-old  
Fort Leavenworth Bridge, which had 
been in service since ox-cart days. 

• The Old Fort Bridge closed the day 
the current Centennial Bridge was 
dedicated.

• State Senator E. Bert Collard,  
great-grandfather of current 
Leavenworth County Attorney Todd 
Thompson, introduced a bill In the 
Kansas Legislature in 1952 authorizing 
the issuance of revenue bonds to  
finance the bridge’s construction.



project stakeholders
Planning input received from:
• Leavenworth City Commission 

• Leavenworth City Manager’s Office

• US Army Garrison Fort Leavenworth 

• Leavenworth Waterworks

• Leavenworth County Historical Society  

• Leavenworth Parks & Recreation Department

• Lansing/Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce

• Leavenworth County Development Corporation

• US Coast Guard

• Union Pacific Railroad

• Kansas Department of Health & Environment

• US Prisons, Leavenworth

• Area utility providers



Aesthetic Concepts
Overlook
• Two overlooks with seating areas.
• Scenic views face south toward the City of Leavenworth.   

Please note that design and aesthetic features may change due to permitting or construction needs.



Aesthetic Concepts
Railing, Fencing & Lighting Features:
• Designed in collaboration with stakeholders.
• Meet Kansas, Missouri, Federal Highway Administration and railroad safety standards.
• Incorporate aspects of the current Centennial Bridge.

Please note that design and aesthetic features may change due to permitting or construction needs.



Aesthetic Concepts
Structure Considerations
• Design incorporates characteristics of the current bridge, including arches and 

Centennial blue railings and light poles.
• Variable height arched railing over railroad. 
• Designed using stakeholder input. 

Please note that design and aesthetic features may change due to permitting or construction needs.



how do you use 
centennial bridge?
place Stickers in each zone that applies

Place stickers below

Commuting to work

Visiting friends and family

Traveling to kansas city

Traveling to kansas city  
international airport (MCI)

military service



THANK YOU  
FOR COMING!


